
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workgroup for Building and Facility Names 

Monday, August 24, 2020, 11:00 a.m. 

Location: Zoom  

 
 

 

 

Workgroup Members Present 

1. Chris Coutts 

2. Jennifer Gentry 

3. David Gray 

4. John Hill 

5. Brad Hodgson 

6. Sherry Johnson 

7. Kim Lewis 

8. Charlie Spiro 

9. Nancie Williams 

10. Beverly Steele 

11. Liv Heggoy, Workgroup Chair 

 

Workgroup Members Absent  

1. Mary Barton 

 

At this meeting, the following LFCC facilities and spaces were discussed and reviewed: 

 

1. Alson H. Smith Hall (attachment 1) 

2. McCoy Theater (attachment 2) 

3. Kathy Kanter Dental Hygiene Clinic (attachment 3) 

4. Fairfax Hall (attachment 4) 

5. Toxopeus Welcome Center (attachment 4, 5, 6) 

6. Tom and Sharon Byrd Board Room (attachment 4) 

7. Fredy and Klara Kummli Lounge (attachment 4) 

 

Preliminary information about these facilities and spaces was shared with the workgroup in 

advance of the meeting to serve as a starting point for discussion. This information is attached 

here as Attachments 1 – 6.   



The Honorable Alson H. Smith, Jr. 

Pages 1-2 Summary prepared by the LFCC Foundation  
Pages 3-5 LFCC President Marilyn Beck’s speech about Alson Smith from 1994 
Pages 6-19 Newspaper articles covering the funeral and remembering his life  

Alson H. Smith, Jr. was born into poverty in Frederick County during the Great Depression. He ran 

track in high school and held several track records in the 1940’s. After graduating from Handley 

High School, he served as a corporal with an Army military police company in Newfoundland (1951-

53). In 1954, he and his wife purchased a Tastee Freez franchise and eventual owned more than 100 

franchises within Virginia, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania.  

He served in the House of Delegates from 1974 to 1993 and was the chairman of the House 

Democratic Caucus.  He served on the House Appropriations Committee, chairing the 

subcommittee on capital outlay.  He was the first member of the Appropriations Committee from 

Winchester/Frederick County since 1928.  He also chaired the Mining and Mineral Resources 

Committee, was a member of the Rules Committee, and a member of the Corporations, Insurance 

and Banking Committee.   In the House, Mr. Smith often played the role of peacemaker and was 

said to have gotten along with everyone.  He was known for his fundraising ability, including raising 

significant money for several Democratic gubernatorial candidates in Virginia – Charles Robb, 

Gerald Baliles, and Mary Sue Terry.  One former colleague described him as “the father of modern-

day fundraising in Virginia.”  

In a speech given by LFCC President Marilyn Back at a community appreciation dinner honoring Al 

Smith in 1994, she noted that Delegate Smith championed a variety of legislation that would save 

Virginia tax dollars, including the design-build concept for construction of facilities and the 

establishment of a maintenance reserve fund. 

Margarette Smith was born in 1931 in South Hill, VA. She graduated from the Medical College of 

Virginia School of Radiology and worked as a Radiological Technician at the Winchester Memorial 

Hospital. She served as treasurer, taught Sunday School and VBS, and was choir director of the 

Pleasant Valley United Methodist Church. She served as chairperson of the Virginia Endowment for 

the Arts and was instrumental in establishing the Artist in Residence program for community colleges. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith had two sons, Alson, III (Skip) and David. David was a former LFCC Foundation 

board member and pastor of Greenwood United Methodist Church. He was tragically killed in a 

plane crash in 1999.  

Alson H. Smith, Jr. died in March 2008. Margarette Smith died at the age of 80 in April 2012. 

Community Involvement  
Outstanding Virginian Award 
Shenandoah Valley Bowl award for tourism (x2) 
President of The Winchester Apple Blossom Festival (x2) 
Board of Trustees and Member of Pleasant Valley United Methodist Church 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees for Shenandoah University  
Honorary Doctorate of Humanities from Shenandoah University  

Winchester Medical Center Board of Directors Member 
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Chairman and Member of the Durell Foundation 

Board Member of First Bank 

Board Member of Virginia Environmental Endowment 

Board Member of SPCA of Winchester and Frederick County 

American Legion, Elks Club, Moose Club, Izaak Walton League, Fraternal Order of Police, Life 

Member of Virginia Jaycees 

Much more… 
 

Local buildings named in his honor 

Alson H. Smith, Jr. Hall at LFCC, May 1992  
Alson H. Smith, Jr. Library at Shenandoah University, September 1992 dedication 
Alson H. Smith, Jr. Agricultural Research and Extension Center at Virginia Tech, May 1994 
 

Relationship with LFCC 

• Honorary degree, LFCC (1990) 

• Alson H. Smith, Jr. Technology Center at LFCC was dedicated in May 1992 at commencement.   

It has since been renamed Alson H. Smith Hall.  

• In February 1993, LFCC hosted an event honoring Al and Margarette Smith for their service to 

the college and the community. The event raised $49,000 for the Al and Margarette Smith 

scholarship endowment. The Durell Foundation, of which Al was a former chairman and board 

member, made a significant contribution to support the scholarship.   

• On September 16, 1992, the Northern Virginia Building Industry Association hosted a dinner at 

the Fauquier Springs Country Club.  The dinner program was titled “LFCC:  How we got to where 

we are and where we’re headed” and the featured speaker was Delegate Al Smith.  

The invitation included the following information:  “Delegate Al Smith has long been an 

enthusiastic supporter of the community college system in Virginia, including the establishment 

of the Lord Fairfax Community College campus in Warrenton.  For years, Fauquier citizens 

wondered why the community college system passed over their county, leaving no option but to 

drive to campuses in Fredericksburg, Manassas, and Middletown.  Come to find out, the 

boundary line defining the service areas of Germanna and Lord Fairfax Community Colleges cut 

Fauquier County in half, placing Warrenton on the outer edge of each college’s service area.  The 

good news is that as of last July, the boundary line was realigned to include all of Fauquier 

County in the Lord Fairfax Community College service district.  Already a fledgling campus has 

sprouted up – thanks to NVBIA Fauquier Chapter member Bob Sowder who donated the land 

and a building – and the student count has already reached 366.”  

• 1999 - There was also a David M. Smith Memorial Scholarship established at LFCC after their 

son’s death in 1999. Both scholarships have since been combined into the Alson, Margarette, 

and David Smith Memorial Endowed Scholarship to support students in academic and 

workforce training courses.  David Smith had served as a LFCC Foundation board member.  

LFCC has several interesting newspaper articles in our files, related to his retirement, the dedication 

of the Alson Smith Library at SU, and his funeral and celebration of life.  
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Dr. William H. McCoy 

(McCoy Theatre – in Alson H. Smith, Jr. Hall – Middletown 

Campus 

Dr. William H. McCoy was appointed as the first president 

of LFCC, at the age of 41.  He served as president for 18 

years, from 1969-1987.   

Andrea Ludwick, Professor of Communication Studies and 

Theatre, said, “I will be forever indebted to Dr. McCoy for 

his dedication to students and his support of theatre and 

performing arts at LFCC. He never missed a show and 

continued to support all of our events while he was 

president.”  

Even after he left in 1987, to become 

president of North Florida Junior 

College, he stayed connected to 

LFCC.  He attended the college’s 

Ruby Reception for the 40th 

anniversary in 2010.  

He also made an annual donation to 

support a LFCC Foundation 

scholarship in his name.   

 

He passed away on December 4, 2013, at his residence in Jacksonville, FL.  

From his obituary:  

Bill was a 1945 graduate of Landon High School and received his BA degree in history from the 

University of Florida in 1949, where he was a member of Blue Key and Phi Delta Theta 

fraternity. He then served his country as Battery Commander in the U.S. Army from 1950-1953. 

In the mid 50 s, he served as legislative assistant to Congressman Paul Rogers, in Washington, 

DC. Bill then worked in South Florida for the USDA as an inspector until he accepted a teaching 

position at Terry Parker High School from 1957-1961. He then became Jacksonville University s 

News Bureau director, Director of Placement, and Registrar. After his service to JU, Bill returned 

to his beloved University of Florida, where he became Assistant Professor of Education and 

Special Assistant to President Steve O Connell, whom he considered his mentor and friend. 
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While serving UF, Bill obtained his Masters of Arts in Administration, a Specialist in 

Administration degree and a Doctorate of Higher Education Administration degree. He 

continued his postdoctoral work at the University of Virginia. 

Bill accepted the honor of becoming the First and Founding President of Lord Fairfax 

Community College in Middletown, Virginia, from 1969-1987. Also, with his time in Virginia, he 

assisted in founding and serving as the first chairman of the Commission on Small Rural 

Colleges as part of the American Association of Community and Junior Colleges. Bill served as 

president of the Shenandoah Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America; president, and later 

director of the Wayside Foundation of the Arts in Middletown, Virginia; organized the 

Winchester Apple Harvest Festival and served for ten years as chairman. He was president of 

the St. Thomas Trust, which renovated and restored the St. Thomas Chapel of Middletown. 

Bill also held membership of the Winchester Rotary Club, and also served as a member of the 

Board of Directors. With great pride, Bill received one of his most prized honors: that of 

Distinguished Forester from the Commonwealth, for his planting of over 40,000 pine trees on 

his farm with the help of his nephew, Daniel Wes Cornwell. 

In August, 1987, Bill became the fifth President of North Florida Community College in Madison, 

FL, during which time he administered many important programs, including the rebuilding of 

the campus after the 1988 tornado. He retired and returned to his hometown Jacksonville, in 

1995. Bill loved God, his family, friends and students, his farms and his dogs. He was also an 

avid reader. Bill served the educational community long and well as a professional educator of 

stature and steadfastness, as an insightful and capable leader, as a gracious and wise 

benefactor, as an example defined by high principles and right action. Bill was a good husband 

and friend, trusted and loyal. 

 Communication Studies & Theater
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Kathy Kanter  

Kathy Kanter Dental Hygiene Clinic – in Alson Smith Hall – Middletown Campus 

Kathy is a long-time supporter of LFCC 

and donor to the LFCC Foundation, as is 

her husband Dr. Byron Brill.  Kathy is a 

retired dental hygienist, and her 

husband is a retired periodontist.  Dr. 

Brill served for six years on the LFCC 

Foundation Board of Directors.   

Kathy was instrumental in starting 

LFCC’s dental hygiene program at the 

Middletown Campus. She had been on 

the program’s adjunct faculty and 

continues to serve on the LFCC Dental Hygiene Program Advisory Committee. 

The naming of the dental hygiene clinic was a suprirse gift to Kathy by her huband, revealed 

during a reception in June 2012. There is a donation associated with this naming.  

Kathy and Byron live in Shenandoah County and are both long-standing members of Rotary 

International, having served in many leadership positions.  Kathy is a member of Strasburg 

Rotary Club and Byron is a member of the Winchester Rotary Club.  Kathy will be the Rotary 

District 7570 Governor in 2022.   

Together, they established a dental mission project in Negril, Jamaica ten years ago.  In 2018, 

four LFCC dental hygiene students (in LFCC’s Rotaract Club) and LFCC’s Director of Marketing, 

Brandy Boies, joined Kathy and Byron in Negril for a week-long dental and service project.  

Below are links to three articles about the project:  

https://www.winchesterstar.com/news/clarke/lfcc-dental-hygiene-graduates-bring-smiles-to-

hundreds-in-jamaica/article_40c41f25-3b65-574b-8a7a-1b912b28a808.html 

https://lfcc.edu/2018/05/25/news/lfcc-rotaract-members-bring-dental-health-care-to-jamaica/ 

https://royalexaminer.com/rotary-club-of-warren-county-lfcc-rotaractors-travel-to-jamaica-on-

dental-mission/ 

(over) 
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LFCC Rotaract members bring dental health 

care to Jamaica 

For Immediate Release: 
May 25, 2018 

Primary Media Contact: 
Sally Voth 
Public Relations Specialist 
svoth@lfcc.edu 
Phone: 540-868-7134 

A group of recent LFCC dental hygiene 
graduates has brightened the smiles of 
hundreds of Jamaicans, many of them 
children, during a recent visit to Negril in 
the western part of the island nation. 

Lacie Brenneis, Jessica Mahon, Dane 
Hooser and Uswa Arain graduated from 
the dental hygiene program – a joint 
venture agreement between LFCC and 
Virginia Western Community College – 
on May 12. Three days later, they 
accompanied retired periodontist Dr. 
Byron Brill, his dental hygienist wife Kathy 
Kanter and LFCC Rotaract advisor 
Brandy Boies to Jamaica for the 
weeklong mission. 

Boies, the director of outreach and marketing at LFCC, helped to revive the college’s 
Rotaract chapter. Rotaract is part of Rotary International, and is for those ages 18 to 30. 

“I’ve been a Rotarian for 13 years,” says Boies, who is also the president of the 
Strasburg Rotary Club. “Since 2010, I’ve been hearing about this partnership between 
our local Rotary District and the Rotary Club in Negril, Jamaica.” 

Eager to find an opportunity for LFCC students to serve those in other countries, Boies 
set to work to raise the necessary funds. The Rotaract Club held holiday parties, sold T-
shirts, had auctions and wrote fundraising letters as part of this effort. 

But, the biggest financial backing came from area clubs in Rotary District 7570, 
according to Boies. Generous donations from clubs in Strasburg, Front Royal, Frederick 
County and Broadway/Timberville covered the cost of travel and lodging, the Interact 
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Club at Patrick Henry High School in Stuart collected dental supplies to give out, and 
the Winchester Rotary Club donated significantly to the purchase of one of two mobile 
dental units. 

Those were used to set up a makeshift dental clinic in 
the group’s hotel in Negril. There, the dental hygiene 
students, along with Kanter, cleaned and screened the 
teeth of 102 people, 44 of them from the Negril 
Education Environment Trust, a nonprofit focused on 
combating crime through education. 

“I treated one young man who worked at the hotel and 
had very badly-stained teeth,” Mahon says. “I removed 
the staining and the build-up, and he was just through 
the roof. He couldn’t believe his teeth were that white 
under there.” 

Seeing those changes in people’s confidence and how 
appreciative they were after getting a cleaning was 
very rewarding for her. 

“It was life-changing,” Strasburg resident Mahon says. “As Americans, we tend to take 
things for granted. We were actually changing people’s lives by correcting their oral 
behavior. It helped patients connect the dots from their overall health to their oral 
health.” 

Poor oral hygiene can lead to diseases such as hypertension, diabetes and heart 
disease. 

“I would tell the patient, ‘I want you to go home and teach your brothers and your sisters 
what you’ve learned,’” says Mahon, who is a life member of the Girl Scouts and has 
earned the Gold Star with them. 

The group also went to a primary school where they screened 125 students’ mouths 
and educated them on proper oral care. 

“The children looked so well put together in their uniforms,” U.S. Navy veteran Brenneis 
says. “They are just sweet, sweet little souls.” 

Toothbrushes and floss were handed out to everyone who was worked on. 

Trips to the dentist for regular cleanings are anything but routine for many Jamaicans. 

“You go to the dentist if it’s time to get your teeth pulled,” Boies says. 
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Mahon adds, “There were a few people we saw who tried to pull their own teeth, and we 
saw the aftermath of that.” 

Brill and Boies spent time volunteering in an area soup kitchen. The LFCC Rotaract 
members also met with their counterparts in Negril. 

“I loved the whole trip,” Brenneis, who lives in Mount Jackson, says. “It was amazing 
just seeing a different country and way of life. I loved working with the kids.” 

Kanter, who serves in the Strasburg Rotary, and Brill, who is in the Winchester Rotary, 
have been volunteering their dental services in Jamaica for the past decade, sometimes 
with fellow Rotarians from this area. 

“It was wonderful,” she says of this recent trip. “It far exceeded my expectations. The 
graduates handled themselves beautifully. They were clinically prepared. They were 
able to think through the situations they hadn’t previously encountered and figure it out. 
They did a great job.” 

Kanter was instrumental in starting LFCC’s dental hygiene program at the Middletown 
Campus. Its on-site clinic carries her name. She had been on the program’s adjunct 
faculty, and continues to serve on the LFCC Dental Hygiene Program Advisory 
Committee. 
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Fairfax Hall, Part 1:  8/24/20 

Fairfax Hall 

A building naming committee was formed in 2009 to focus on a “campus wayfinding project” 

and address the names of our buildings at the Middletown Campus. The committee met several 

times and came up with several options for the LFCC community to vote on in December 2009.   

“Fairfax Hall” was the decision for the main building.  The name of the modular building for the 

governor’s school and various adult education projects became “The Lodge.” Alson H. Smith 

Technology Center became Alson H. Smith Hall.  The buildings and grounds space became the 

“Facilities Operations Center.”  

Toxopeus Welcome Center 

This naming was made possible thanks to the generosity of many people in the community who 

made donations to reach the fundraising goal in order to surprise Mr. Toxopeus.  The 

celebration and unveiling occurred on June 12, 2013.  Mr. Toxopeus passed away in December 

of that year.   

Mr. Toxopeus was an enthusiastic advocate for community colleges.  Alan G. “Tox” Toxopeus of 

Winchester (Frederick County) served for 8 years on the LFCC board, which he also chaired in 

1992-1993. He received an honorary degree from LFCC in 2004.  He then served on the state 

(VCCS) board for 8 years and was chairman in 2006-2007.  A certified public accountant, Mr. 

Toxopeus attended a community college in Muskegon, Michigan, and earned a master’s in 

accounting and a bachelor’s in business administration from Michigan State University.  With 

his wife – Dr. Margaret Toxopeus – Mr. Toxopeus established the Jonathan Alje Toxopeus 

Scholarship in memory of their son.  The scholarship benefits a graduate of John Handley High 

School who enrolls in LFCC.  Mr. and Dr. Toxopeus received the VCCS Chancellor’s Award for 

Leadership in Philanthropy in 2010. 

Dr. Marge Toxopeus was appointed in 2004 to the state advisory board on radiologic 

technology.  She has 46 years of experience as a radiologist.  An article about her is enclosed. 

Attached as a separate document is the June 13, 2013 article from the Winchester Star about 

the dedication.  Here are photos from the surprise dedication:  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/lfccedu/albums/72157634105695392 

Here is an article from the newspaper in tribute to his life:  

https://lfcc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/12-4-13_-Al-Toxopeus-Local-Schools-Advocate-Praised-

The-Winchester-Star.pdf 

A link to his obituary:  

https://www.jonesfuneralhomes.com/book-of-memories/1737305/toxopeus-alan/obituary.php 
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Tom and Sharon Byrd Board Room  

This was named in 2016 in recognition of their generosity to the LFCC Foundation over several 
decades as well as their leadership and service to LFCC and Virginia community colleges.   
 
Sharon Byrd served on the LFCC Foundation board from 2000-2006 and was the chair in 2002.  
Tom Byrd served on the State Board for Community Colleges in Virginia (VCCS) from 1975-1981 
and was the chair in 1980-81.   
 
In 2004, they established an endowed scholarship in honor of Sharon’s parents:  Louise and 
Woodrow Moore Memorial Endowed Scholarship. 
 
Thomas T. Byrd was associated with the Byrd newspaper holdings – including the Winchester 
Star – for 47 years.  He started as the general manager of The Winchester Star in 1973 and as 
the publisher since 1981.  For more information on the history of the newspaper and the sale to 
The Ogden Newspapers Inc:  

https://www.winchesterstar.com/news/business/byrd-family-selling-star-to-ogden-

newspapers/article_46684dd3-3d96-5753-b8e6-4cb2c76b2f83.html/?& logged_out=1 

Fredy and Klara Kummli Lounge 

Alfred Kummli emigrated to the US from Switzerland  in 1958. He moved to Rappahannock 

County after retiring from the building and development trade and started a cattle and horse 

farm. Mr. Kummli credited his success in life to the strong educational training he received in 

his home country. Because of that, he made a commitment to support higher education and 

assist others in achieving their full potential. Mr. Kummli died in 2010. 

- 2006 Council for Resource Development Benefactor of the Year for Region III 

- Board of Directors, Virginia Foundation for Community College Education 

- 2006, Chancellor’s Award for Leadership in Philanthropy for LFCC 

- Board member, Rappahannock County Farmer’s Association 

 

Fredy was chairman of the LFCC Educational Foundation Board from 1998-1999 and served as a 

board member from 1993 – 2005. He financially supported many LFCC projects, including the 

building campaign to build the Corron Center and the establishment of the Kummli Family 

Endowed Scholarship. His financial contributions also helped the college renovate the adjunct 

faculty office at the Fauquier Campus, and he supported an innovation grant for faculty. 

Fredy and Klara Kummli Student Center in Fairfax Hall was named in honor of Fredy and his 

then-wife, Klara, in recognition of their service to LFCC and their philanthropy.  The name was 

changed to Fredy and Klara Kummli Lounge after the renovation of Fairfax Hall and the 

construction of a separate Student Union building.   
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LOCAL PHYSICIAN EARNS SPOT ON STATE ADVISORY 

BOARD 

Posted: December 18, 2014 

By SALLY VOTH 

The Winchester Star 

Radiologist Dr. Marge Toxopeus has been appointed to the state’s Advisory Board on Radiologic 
Technology by Gov. Terry McAuliffe. (Photo by Scott Mason/The Winchester Star)  

RICHMOND — Gov. Terry McAuliffe has appointed Winchester physician Dr. Marge 

Toxopeus to the state’s Advisory Board on Radiologic Technology. 

She has nearly five decades of experience as a radiologist. 

On Wednesday, Toxopeus, who lives just west of the city limits, said she didn’t yet know 

much about the position. She said radiologic technicians and a consumer are also on the 

board, which will review state regulations for radiological assistants, radiological 

technologists and radiological technologists limited. 

Attachment 6



Toxopeus, 75, is semi-retired, working three days a week at her professional 

corporation. 

She has been in practice for 46 years, and spent 20 years as the medical adviser to the 

radiological technology program at Winchester Medical Center. 

“I would help interview the applicants and we would have meetings every so often,” said 

Toxopeus, who along with her late husband, Al, received the Chancellor’s Award for 

Leadership in Philanthropy from the Virginia Foundation for Community College 

Education in 2010. 

Her latest role isn’t one she sought out. 

“It didn’t even occur to me,” she said of the position. “I got a call saying would I like to 

do it. I didn’t even know the board existed.” 

The board hasn’t had a meeting since Toxopeus’ appointment. 

— Contact Sally Voth at svoth@winchesterstar.com 

<p><img src="http://analytics.winchesterstar.com/piwik.php?idsite=1" 
style="border:0" alt="" /></p> <div style="display:none;">< img 
src="//pixel.quantserve.com/pixel/p-6Tk-G0tCSSkuE.gif" border="0" height="1" 
width="1" alt="Quantcast"/>< /div>  
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