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LFCC is named the Large Business 
of the Year by the Shenandoah County 
Chamber of Commerce.

LFCC’s student cybersecurity team, The 
Crashers, places 4th out of 63 teams at 
the RUSecure CTF competition hosted 
at Radford University. The finals will be 
held on April 29. 

The college receives a $144,000 grant 
from the Claude Moore Charitable 
Foundation to expand healthcare career 
pathways for high school students.  
Some of the funds will be used to create 
a certified nursing assistant (CNA) 
program in Rappahannock County.

The Warrenton Campus hosts a ribbon 
cutting to celebrate the completed 
renovations of  The Barn. The $600,000 
project includes a new covered 30’ x 30’ 
patio, kitchenette, flooring, lighting, 
storage room, additional windows and 
exterior sliding glass doors.

LFCC’s dental hygiene program teams 
up with Valley Pediatric Dentistry to 
offer free dental exams, cleanings and 
some treatments to children.

Individuals from 9 states attend 
“Disney’s Approach to Leadership.”  
This sold-out event is presented by the 
Disney Institute and hosted by LFCC 
Workforce Solutions. 

VCCS Chancellor Glenn DuBois and his 
leadership team visit LFCC in February 
to learn more about our  tremendous 
success with high school dual enrollment. 
The number of Governor’s Scholars has 
increased from 7 in 2013 to 199 in 2017.

LFCC, Page County Public Schools, 
Shenandoah Valley Small Business 
Development Center and Hawksbill 
Trading Co. are partnering on the Page 
County Young Entrepreneur Program 
(YEP) for those ages 16-25.

A successful open house is held at 
our Vint Hill location on January 17, 
highlighting LFCC’s 12-month Surgical 
Technology Certificate Program.

LFCC’s student cybersecurity team, The Crashers, solves challenges in 
cryptography, forensics, Windows, Linux and networking. 

A ribbon cutting for the Barn is held on January 24.  We will enjoy more light, more 
space, and improved acoustics in the renovated Barn.
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LFCC Dental Hygiene Student Ying Jin 
Kim with a young patient. 
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Associate Professor Andrea Ludwick is 
presented with LFCC’s “Walking King’s 
Talk” Award, which honors someone who 
actively exemplifies Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s peaceful philosophy and who 
advocates for equal justice for everyone.

Katy Reeves is named the 2017 chair 
of the LFCC Educational Foundation 
Board. She is vice president of Human 
Resources at Fauquier Health in 
Warrenton.

The Small Business Development Center 
at LFCC is once again hosting a Shark 
Tank-like competition for entrepreneurs, 
called RISE (Regional Initiative 
Supporting Entrepreneurship).

Longtime LFCC supporter, Harvey 
Pearson, is honored at a surprise event 
at the Warrenton Campus, including 
the dedication of the Harvey Pearson 
Student Success Suite in Wolk Hall (the 
counseling and advising suite).  A new 
scholarship is also established in his name 
to support a Fauquier County student at 
LFCC. 

After Peter Harrison earns an Associate 
of Science degree in May, he will begin 
a 10-week internship with NASA at 
Langley Research Center, as part of 
the program STEM Takes Flight at 
Virginia’s Community Colleges.

The Office of Human Resources hosts the 
10th annual Professional Development 
Day for LFCC employees.  In addition 
to a keynote speaker, 8 breakout sessions 
are offered and presented by LFCC 
employees on topics including effective 
presentations, active threat awareness and 
response, basic first aid, and MS Excel.
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Winner of the 2017 “Walking King’s Talk” award, Professor Andrea Ludwick is 
pictured with members of the forensics team. She began teaching at LFCC in 1974.

Pictured with Dr. Cheryl, Harvey Pearson, 92, is a WWII veteran and served as Clerk 
of the Fauquier County Circuit Court from 1958-1992.

Peter Harrison will work with a NASA 
researcher this summer on solar sails 
for rockets. 

Matt Carbaugh gives a popular 
presentation on personal finance 
during the March 8 LFCC Professional 
Development Conference. 
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LFCC celebrates 1,046 graduates in the 
Class of 2017, including: 

•  226 high school students in the dual 
enrollment program.

•  66 graduates of the 2-year nursing 
program, including eight men.

•  29 TRIO students.  This federal 
program provides special support 
services for a cohort of students who 
are low-income, first generation, or 
have a disability.

•  The first 10 graduates of the new 
Trades Academy. They traveled by 
bus to the Middletown Campus for 
the half-day program in welding, basic 
electrical tech, and HVAC.

The LFCC Foundation hosts the 5th 
annual Evening with the Stars fundraiser 
to support the college’s Luray-Page 
County Center.

The results of the annual student survey 
are in. 98% would recommend LFCC to 
others, and 97% said instruction was of 
high quality. More than 2,000 students 
responded - a 30% response rate is very 
good.  Overall, our students are very 
satisfied with facilities, student services, 
accessibility, and affordability.      

Computer Science Professor Melissa 
Stange takes part in a rocket launch 
simulation during a STEM Takes 
Flight Community College Professional 
Development Workshop at the NASA 
Goddard Space Flight Center’s Wallops 
Flight Facility.  

LFCC’s Workforce Solutions hosts 
another successful Administrative 
Professionals Day. This year’s Las Vegas-
themed, “Let the Good Times Roll” event 
features keynote speaker Jason Wright, 
a New York Times bestselling author, 
columnist, and motivational speaker. 

LFCC earns the second highest score 
among Virginia’s community colleges in 
a ranking by LearnHowtoBecome.org. 
Tidewater Community College receives a 
score of 99.81, followed closely by LFCC 
in the second position with 99.23. We 
have the top score for graduation rate, 
student/teacher ratio, alumni salaries and 
financial aid.

This will be the last commencement ceremony for LFCC President Cheryl 
Thompson-Stacy (left), who has announced her retirement, effective early 2018. 
She became president in January 2009.  LFCC Chief of Police Jay Roy (right) 
congratulates Sandy Gabriel.  

Nick Clark (’16) speaks at the Evening with the Stars fundraiser. He estimates 
saving about $40,000 by earning 69 college credits from LFCC while a student at 
Luray High School and transferring to Virginia Tech to study engineering. over l



Joel and Patricia Barkman, in conjunction 
with their business, Golden Rule 
Builders, announce a $250,000 donation 
to support the Fauquier Campus building 
fund. The conference center in Hazel 
Hall will be named in their honor. Two 
Barkman children attend LFCC.

Three members of the Lolis family are 
in the Class of 2017. Tedric and his 
daughter Caitlynn are on their way to 
becoming physician assistants, while 
his wife Christina will study business 
administration and finance at James 
Madison University this fall.

Charlie Spiro is 
honored with the 
2017 Distinguished 
Alumni Award. 
He has two LFCC 
degrees (including an 
A.A.S. in electronics), 
was a full-time 
instructor at the 
college for 26 years, and became an 
adjunct professor in 2008.  

The PATH Foundation is honored by 
LFCC with the 2017 Chancellor’s 
Award for Leadership in Philanthropy, 
in recognition of the $1 million gift 
to support the new science and health 
professions building at the Fauquier 
Campus (Hazel Hall).  

LFCC is one of the top employers in the 
region, with over 900 full- and part-
time employees. At the annual spring 
luncheon, five LFCC employees are 
recognized for outstanding service:

 
Full-time Faculty 
Sam Dillender - Chemistry
Adjunct Faculty 
Lisa Lambert - Business / Admin. 
Support Technology
Administrator 
Amber Foltz - Advising / Student Support
Full-time Staff 
Chris Lambert - Student Life  
Part-time Staff 
Sarah Shandy - Lab and Research Assistant
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LFCC benefactors Bob and Janet Sowder congratulate the Barkman family. 

LFCC welcomes Tedric and Christina 
Lolis and their daughter Caitlynn to the 
Class of 2017. 

Charlie Spiro 

(L to R) Breneman, Rexrode, Thompson-Stacy, Rinker, and Giuliano

The recipients of the prestigious Medallion Award are Marilyn Beck, Darcus 
Breneman, Eileen Rexrode, and Judy Rinker. Beth Giuliano and Gene Loranger  
are the 2017 Professor Emeritus honorees. 

Amber Foltz

Lisa Lambert

Sarah Shandy

Sam Dillender

Chris Lambert
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For the sixth year running,  LFCC is 
named a Great College to Work For 
by the Chronicle of Higher Education. 
It’s our fifth time as an Honor Roll 
institution, and LFCC is just one of three 
community colleges nationwide to be 
recognized in 10 of 11 categories.

LFCC is certified as a Virginia Values 
Veterans (V3) partner. This means 
hiring preference is given to veterans, 
and LFCC human resources staff have 
completed specialized training. 

The Center for Digital Education once 
again names LFCC the No. 1 community 
college of its size in the nation for 
using technology to enhance learning 
and engagement.  The Center also 
recognizes LFCC’s CIO Richie Crim as 
one of the 2017 Top 30 Technologists, 
Transformers and Trailblazers. 

LFCC receives $2.1 million in state 
and federal grants to support adult 
basic education (ABE) programs, 
including PluggedIn Virginia, Race to 
GED, and integrated English language 
civics education.  Of the 871 individuals 
served last year, 51% were ELL students 
(English language learners).  

The Middletown Campus opens a 
food pantry with the help of a $5,000 
grant from United Way of Northern 
Shenandoah Valley and in partnership 
with the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank. 

Thanks to a one-year pilot project by 
Warren County, there is bus service to 
LFCC from Front Royal, along the U.S. 
340-522 corridor.  There are 4 stops a day 
to campus, Monday-Thursday. One-way 
fare is $1.  

LFCC Workforce Solutions receives 
a $454,000 grant to start a heavy 
equipment operator program and to 
expand our electrical, HVAC, and 
plumbing programs in Fauquier County.  
LFCC is the first Virginia community 
college to offer the heavy equipment 
operator program.

At Fall 2017 convocation, LFCC employees who are also alumni of the college pose 
for a special group photo. 

Associate Dean Mia Leggett Dezura 
helps stock shelves of the campus  
food pantry. over l

The Vortex Simulators replicate multiple types of heavy construction equipment, 
with rotating-motion platforms and high-resolution 3D displays.



While our registered nursing program has 
always been accredited by the Virginia 
Board of Nursing, we have now earned 
national accreditation by ACEN. An 
increasing number of employers and 
universities require an associate degree 
from a nationally accredited program.

As a Central High School senior, Kaelyn 
Cary founded the “Friendly Giants” 
mentoring program, with neighboring 
W.W. Robinson Elementary. To fulfill 
her service project for LFCC’s Ross 
Fellowship, Kaelyn will expand the 
program this year to Strasburg High 
School / Sandy Hook Elementary.  

Co-sponsored with the Fauquier 
NAACP Chapter, LFCC hosts A 
Common Grace:  A Local Story of 
Racial Healing.  The guest speakers 
are Phoebe Kilby, who is white, and Dr. 
Betty Kilby Baldwin, who is black and 
a civil rights pioneer. Distantly related, 
the women are the descendants of an 
enslaved family and their owners.

LFCC hosts a sold-out regional World 
Cube Association tournament.  More 
than 100 puzzle solvers of all ages 
compete in the “Rally in the Valley 
2017” and solve Rubik’s Cube, Skewb, 
Pyraminx, and other challenges.

 Brag Sheet July - September 2017 lfcc.edu

On the first day of the fall semester, the Office of Student Life and the Science departments co-host solar eclipse viewing 
parties. Pictured above are our Middletown (left) and Warrenton campuses. 

Photo credit: Rich Cooley, NV Daily

Nursing graduate Katherine Brown 
celebrates during the Fauquier Campus 
pinning ceremony. LFCC is also 
celebrating national accreditation for 
the 2-year nursing program.

Kaelyn Cary of Shenandoah County 
is the 2017-2018 recipient of LFCC’s 
prestigious Ross Fellowship for Service 
and Scholarship, an award valued at 
$8,000. 

Since 2010, LFCC has offered a women-only R.A.D. (Rape Aggression Defense) 
course. 
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LFCC accepts three Governor’s Awards 
for Excellence and Innovation in 
Education for our key role in successful 
community partnerships: 

•  Worlds of Work (WOW!) Career 
Expo for 7th graders – managed 
by the LFCC Career Pathways 
Consortium.

•  The Community Partnership for 
Health Sciences Education – led by 
Valley Health.

•  Student and parent outreach – with 
Fauquier County Schools.

We have the state’s highest admission 
application yield and boast the sixth-
largest enrollment of Virginia’s 23 
community colleges.

The second annual Career and 
Internship Fair draws 49 employers from 
the region. 

On the 28th anniversary of the fall of the 
Berlin Wall (November 9), LFCC hosts a 
special presentation by Frederick County 
residents Frank and Josie Tilton. During 
the Cold War, Frank was stationed in 
West Berlin, and Josie’s family escaped 
communist East Germany.

On behalf of LFCC’s recently chartered 
Student Veterans Organization, 
Mike Diaz receives a Certificate of 
Congressional Recognition signed by 
Congresswoman Barbara Comstock.  
Diaz is a cyber-security major at LFCC 
and a veteran of the U.S. Navy.

Our Student Nurses Association holds 
a Breast Cancer Awareness Walk in 
memory of nursing professor Tanya 
Bock.  Proceeds support the Tanya Bock 
Emergency Fund for Nursing Students.

LFCC’s Dean Brenda Byard, Vice President Kim Blosser, and Provost Christopher 
Coutts attend the ceremony at the Governor’s Mansion in Richmond.

Mike Diaz (right)
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BYARD BLOSSER

COUTTS

November 28, 2017 - It’s a beautiful day for the Eleanor C. and William A. Hazel Hall 
groundbreaking celebration! LFCC President Cheryl Thompson-Stacy (second from 
right) joins Eleanor Hazel (seated) and other Hazel family members at the site of the 
future academic building at the Warrenton Campus.



Dr. Cheryl Thompson-Stacy is named 
LFCC President Emeritus by the State 
Board of the Virginia Community 
College System.

Shepherd University signs an articulation 
agreement with LFCC (photo below), 
which guarantees that all credits from 
our Associate Degree in Science program 
will transfer to Shepherd’s chemistry 
program. 

The 8th grade student visits are a big 
success! This fall, the Middletown and 
Warrenton campuses host students from 
eight different middle schools. We give 
them a taste of college life as they learn 
about career pathways, student activities, 
and financial aid. 

The LFCC Foundation receives a 
$10,000 grant  from Valley Proteins 
to certify trades instructors through 
the National Center for Construction 
Education and Research. Although 
they are already experts in their field, 
instructors will benefit from formal 
training in adult learning skills and 
strategies. 
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On behalf of LFCC’s employees, Judy Suddith of our Luray-Page County Center 
presents Dr. Cheryl with one of several retirement gifts.  The quilt is made from 
LFCC t-shirts and features the “Great Colleges to Work For” logo. 

Larry Baker speaks with 8th graders about the many opportunities for a high-wage 
career in advanced manufacturing and other technical trades.  

LFCC Workforce VP Jeanian Clark and 
Valley Proteins President J.J. Smith

The cast of this year’s dinner theatre 
production celebrate at the end of a 
great performance.   

This year’s dinner theatre production is 
the comedy “Unnecessary Farce.”  Cast 
member Jamie Figgins describes it as 
“the funniest play I have ever read.” 
The Middletown Campus has a 200-
seat black box theatre and a Fine and 
Performing Arts Club.


