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MIDDLETOWN — Lord Fairfax Community College President Cheryl Thompson-Stacy 

is retiring after nearly nine years at the helm of the Middletown-based college system. 

“We’ve accomplished a lot here at the college,” Thompson-Stacy said Thursday. “I’m 

turning 60 in September, one of the milestone birthdays, and I just had a grandson a 

few months ago, so it felt like maybe it was time to let someone else take the reins of 

LFCC.” 

Since arriving at the Middletown campus in January 2009, Thompson-Stacy has 

overseen increases in full-time student enrollment and the number of high school 

students taking dual-enrollment courses, an 85-percent increase in the college’s now-

$6.5 million endowment, the awarding of national accreditation to LFCC’s surgical 

technology program, the addition of new degree programs in agriculture, engineering 



and health professions, and the creation of cybersecurity and commercial driver’s 

license certification programs. 

“We have an extremely exceptional reputation,” Thompson-Stacy said. “For the past two 

years, LFCC has had the highest [student] completion percentage of all 23 community 

colleges in Virginia.” 

At the start of the 2009-10 school year, 6,644 students were attending classes at 

LFCC’s Middletown, Warrenton and Luray campuses. Enrollment spiked in the fall of 

2011 to 7,270 students. 

At the start of the 2016-17 school year, 6,868 students were enrolled and the college’s 

new Vint Hill campus was celebrating its first anniversary. 

Add in the dual-enrollment, workforce training and professional certification students, 

Thompson-Stacy said, and the school’s annual enrollment is closer to 10,000. 

“The numbers really started exploding in the depth of the recession back in ’07 and ’08,” 

she said. “People needed additional training and they couldn’t afford to go to a 

university, so community college was the perfect option.” 

LFCC has also experienced tremendous capital growth during Thompson-Stacy’s 

tenure. 

“I was talking with our vice president of Finance and Administration [Christopher Boies] 

and he said that within the last nine years, two-thirds of our facilities and buildings are 

either brand new or renovated,” she said. 

Thompson-Stacy attributes much of the college’s growth to a supportive community. 

“I think it goes back to them understanding the value of a community college in 

improving the quality of life for everyone, not just the people who get their college 



degree,” she said. “When a graduate gets a great job, that improves life for everyone 

because they’re paying taxes, and that filters down to others.” 

Thompson-Stacy said her official retirement date is Feb. 1, but she plans to use accrued 

leave and be out of office by the end of this year. 

Meanwhile, the Virginia Community College System will conduct a nationwide search 

for the next LFCC president, a process that could take several months. 

Thompson-Stacy said she’s announcing her retirement more than seven months in 

advance so there will be ample time to find her successor. 

Thompson-Stacy said she will not be involved with the search, but the LFCC College 

Board will be. 

Board Chairperson Fran L. Jeffries said in a news release that Thompson-Stacy is a 

“visionary leader.” 

“She has excelled in working with LFCC staff, the LFCC College Board, the LFCC 

Foundation Board, our community and our students to provide the flexible, meaningful 

and varied educational opportunities that characterize Lord Fairfax Community College,” 

Jeffries said. “We are grateful for her dedication to LFCC and her exemplary leadership 

over the past nine years. She will be missed.” 

Thompson-Stacy, LFCC’s fourth president since the school was founded in 1970, said 

she still loves coming to work every day. 

“We have a terrific team here, the best team I’ve ever worked with,” she said. “For the 

sixth year in a row, we’ve been named [by The Chronicle of Higher Education] one of 

the Great Colleges to Work For in the entire nation. Last year, we were one of the top 

three ranked community colleges in the entire country for job satisfaction and trust in 

leadership. I’m so proud of that, and I hope that’s my legacy.” 



Looking ahead, Thompson-Stacy said she’ll take a few months off before figuring out 

what comes next. 

“There’s always opportunities to consult, or serve as an acting or interim president at 

various colleges while they’re going through their own presidential search,” she said. 

“There are a lot of different things I want to explore.” 

§ 

For more information about Lord Fairfax Community College, visit LFCC.edu. 
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