
GALÁPAGOS ISLANDS
LORD FAIRFAX COMMUNITY COLLEGE ABOARD M/Y TIP TOP II
July 5-15, 2017

Discover and photograph the magical biodiversity 
and biogeography of this world-famous 
archipelago. 
Come face-to-face with iconic wildlife, including 
Blue-footed Boobies, marine iguanas, Darwin’s 
finches, and the Galápagos Penguin.
Discover fascinating geological history while 
trekking volcanoes and lava fields.
Hike to the summit on Bartolomé Island for 
spectacular views of Pinnacle Rock, one of the most 
recognizable landmarks of the Galápagos Islands.
Snorkel with sea turtles and other marine wildlife.
Learn about conservation efforts at the Giant 
Tortoise Breeding Center on Isabela Island.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

holbrooktravel.com | 800-451-7111

GALÁPAGOS

This 11-day program aboard M/Y Tip 
Top II invites you to photograph the serene 
volcanic landscape of the Galápagos Islands. 
In 1831, Charles Darwin found a place 
where some birds no longer fly, tortoises 
weigh 500 pounds, penguins live on the 
equator, and Blue-footed Boobies perform 
elaborate dances for their mates. Explore the 
wonders that inspired Darwin’s theory of 
evolution, an idea that not only influenced 
his own life, but also changed the history 
of the world. Each island offers something 
unique as you hike to volcanic craters, visit 
historical landmarks, and snorkel turquoise 
waters with sea lions and marine iguanas.



JULY 10  - GALÁPAGOS 
After breakfast, make a wet landing on James 
Bay (Puerto Egas), for an opportunity to observe 
sponges, snails, hermit crabs, a variety of shore 
birds, barnacles, the endemic four-eyed blenny, 
marine iguanas, and sea lions. Return to the boat 
for lunch. In the afternoon, the boat will navigate 
around Buccaneer Cove (Caleta Bucanero), an 
area with steep cliffs and dark beaches. This was a 
popular place for 17th and 18th century buccaneers 
to careen their vessels. The cliffs and pinnacle are 
used as nesting areas by several species of sea birds. 
Make a wet landing and walk along a coastal trail 
to visit an abandoned salt mine. Return to the 
yacht for dinner and attend the nightly orientation. 
Overnight aboard M/Y Tip Top II. (BLD)

JULY 11  - GALÁPAGOS
This morning take a panga boat ride to Punta 
Vicente Roca for a chance to observe sea lions, 
marine iguanas, Blue-footed and Masked Boobies 
and Flightless Cormorants. Eat lunch aboard the 
boat. Make a dry landing on Punta Espinoza in 
the afternoon to observe a large colony of sea lions, 
marine iguanas and Flightless Cormorants as well 
as clumps of lava cactus. Return to the yacht for 
dinner and your nightly orientation. Overnight 
aboard M/Y Tip Top II. (BLD)

JULY 12  - GALÁPAGOS
Today make a wet landing at Urbina Bay, a coral 
area with land iguanas, Flightless Cormorants and 
giant tortoises. Take a panga boat ride to Tagus 
Cove, which is located between the shoulders of two 
volcanic craters that protect it from the open sea. It 
is possible to observe Galápagos Penguins, marine 
iguanas, sea lions and a variety of birds, including 
Flightless Cormorants and Blue-footed Boobies. 
Return to the yacht for lunch. In the afternoon, take 

ITINERARY

JULY 5 - QUITO
Upon arrival in Quito, you will be met and escorted 
to your hotel. You may consider joining the optional 
pre-trip extension to Cosanga and Bellavista Cloud 
Forest (see separate flyer). Overnight at Hotel 
Sheraton Quito.

JULY 6 - QUITO
After breakfast this morning drive to the Antisana 
Reserve for the day. Return to Quito this evening 
for dinner at the hotel. Overnight at Hotel Sheraton 
Quito. (BLD)

JULY 7 - GALÁPAGOS
Fly from mainland Ecuador to Baltra. After 
boarding M/Y Tip Top II, attend your first 
orientation and enjoy a light snack. Disembark 
at Playa Las Bachas and visit a flamingo lagoon. 
Optional time is offered each day for swimming, 
snorkeling and/or kayaking. Attend an evening 
orientation on the origin and evolution of the 
Galápagos Islands, and enjoy a welcome cocktail 
with the entire crew, followed by dinner. Overnight 
aboard M/Y Tip Top II. (BLD)

JULY 8  - GALÁPAGOS
After breakfast, make a wet landing at Sullivan 
Bay, a perfect place to get a feel for the volcanic 
origin of the islands. Return to the boat for lunch, 
followed by a dry landing on Bartolomé Island in 
the afternoon to hike to the summit. During the 
hike, it’s possible to observe colonies of marine 
iguanas and lava lizards, and on the summit, you’ll 
see an impressive view of the surrounding islands, 
including the eroded tuff cone of Pinnacle Rock. 
Return to the yacht for dinner and your nightly 
orientation. Overnight aboard M/Y Tip Top II. (BLD)

JULY 9 - GALÁPAGOS
Today, go for a panga boat ride and make a dry 
landing on Prince Phillip’s Steps (El Barranco), to 
walk and observe the interesting lives of the birds 
here. Enjoy lunch aboard the boat. Later in the 
afternoon, make a wet landing at Darwin Bay, home 
to frigatebirds, herons, mockingbirds, boobies, 
shorebirds, turtles, marine iguanas and more. Eat 
dinner on the yacht, and then attend an orientation 
to learn about conservation efforts to protect the 
islands. Overnight aboard M/Y Tip Top II. (BLD)



a panga boat ride around the islets of Elizabeth Bay 
to look for marine iguanas, marine turtles, seabirds, 
shorebirds, herons, Galápagos Penguins and Blue-
footed Boobies. Return to the yacht for dinner and 
your nightly orientation. Overnight aboard M/Y Tip 
Top II. (BLD)

JULY 13  - GALÁPAGOS
Today begins with a dry landing at Las Tintoreras. 
The islet has a small bay of calm, turquoise waters 
home to hundreds of marine iguanas, sea turtles, 
sea lions, Galápagos Penguins, rays, and often 
white-tipped reef sharks. Then go on an expedition 
to Sierra Negra Volcano, which has a crater that is 
10 kilometers in diameter. Take a 45-minute bus 
ride to the highlands of Isabela and walk through 
slopes of the volcano. Optional horseback riding is 
available for an additional cost. The trail will take 
you to Volcán Chico (on the northeast of Sierra 
Negra Volcano), a fissure composed of scum and 
lava. The sulfur, iron, and cooled magma create a 
colorful landscape. Return to the yacht for lunch. 
This afternoon, visit the breeding center Arnaldo 
Tupiza to observe native plants and tortoises 
of different ages and sizes and learn about the 
reproduction of giant tortoises. Next, visit the Wall 
of Tears, a historic site that was a penal colony for 
13 years, where prisoners built a wall with huge 
blocks of lava as punishment. There you may see 
lava lizards, Galápagos finches and hawks. Before 
returning to the yacht, visit Los Humedales to see 
a series of lagoons, mangrove species, flamingos 
and numerous migratory birds. Return to the yacht 
for dinner and the nightly orientation. Overnight 
aboard M/Y Tip Top II. (BLD)

JULY 14  - QUITO
After breakfast, disembark to the pier for a visit 
to the Charles Darwin Research Station and its 
Interpretive Center. Later, take the bus directly 
to the airport in Baltra. Afterward you will be 
transferred to the airport for your flight to Quito. 
Snacks will be served during your flight. Have lunch 
upon arrival, then enjoy the afternoon at leisure. A 
farewell dinner will be served at the hotel. Overnight 
at Hotel Sheraton Quito. (BLD)

JULY 15  - DEPARTURE
You may consider joining the optional post-trip 
extension to the Amazon (see separate flyer), or 
transfer to the airport for your flight home. (B)

LAND & CRUISE PRICING

$5,022 (minimum 8 participants)

Includes: Galápagos National Park fee, 
accommodations, meals, entrance fees, and 
activities as indicated in the itinerary, in-country 
transportation, internal flights (Quito-Balra-Quito), 
and full-time guide.
Not included: International airfare, gratuities, or 
items of a personal nature. Holbrook can assist with 
flights to Quito from your home city if desired.
Price is based on double occupancy; a limited 
number of single occupancy rooms may be available 
for an additional cost.  
 

THE FINE PRINT

Please note there is a 44-pound weight limit on 
luggage for the internal flights. A $350 deposit and 
enrollment form are required to confirm your space 
on the trip. This deposit is refundable until March 7, 
2017 minus a $100 cancellation fee. Non-refundable 
final payment is due no later than April 1, 2017. 
Program may incur unforeseen fuel surcharges. Travel/
trip cancellation insurance is strongly recommended. 
For more information call Travel Insured at 800-243-
3174 or visit travelinsured.com. Holbrook Travel’s 
agency number is 15849. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ENROLL

Visit holbrook.travel/lordfairfax17 or contact Fran Whitlock at 800-451-
7111 x319 or fran@holbrooktravel.com  

PHOTOS BY

Ann and Rob Simpson

ANN SIMPSON
Ann Simpson is a professor at her alma mater, Lord Fairfax 
Community College, specializing in biology, anatomy, and 
physiology. With her husband, Rob, she owns Simpson’s Nature 
Photography, organizes nature photography and natural history 
tours around the world and leads photography workshops in 
national parks for Canon. The duo have also published over 12 
nature guides and a wildflower app for Farcountry Press and 
FalconGuides.

ROB SIMPSON
Rob Simpson, along with his wife and partner-in-crime Ann, 
is passionate about teaching and nature photography. He is a 
professor at Lord Fairfax Community College, where he instructs 
field biology courses in botany, zoology, mycology and ecology. 
He leads workshops and field studies that several students have 
claimed personally shaped their careers and lives; he considers 
mentoring youth as one of the most rewarding parts of his job and 
passion-driven lifestyle.

MEET YOUR LEADERS



ECUADOR
LORD FAIRFAX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
OPTIONAL PRE-TRIP AND POST-TRIP EXTENSIONS
June 30-July 6, 2017 (Andes) // July 15-21, 2017 (Amazon)

holbrooktravel.com | 800-451-7111

ECUADOR

Expand your Galápagos Islands 
adventure with a journey to the Ecuador 
highlands or into the Amazon rainforest. 
Mainland Ecuador is home to a 
stunning array of biodiversity, including 
some 1,640 bird species, many of which 
are rare and endemic. Hike the misty 
trails of the cloud forest, canoe along 
winding rivers through lush rainforest, 
or join both extensions for an in-depth 
appreciation of the many wonders this 
equatorial nation has to offer.

ANDES EXTENSION HIGHLIGHTS
Bird the humid temperate forests, cloud forests, and 
subtropical rainforests of Ecuador’s Andean highlands.
Seek out regional endemics like the Gorgeted Sunangel, 
Tanager Finch, and Toucan Barbet.
Take guided hikes in Bellavista Cloud Forest’s private reserve, 
home to one of the most diverse ecosystems in the country.

AMAZON EXTENSION HIGHLIGHTS
Travel by boat down the Napo River into the heart of the 
Ecuadorian Amazon. 
Enjoy the opportunity to photograph unique birds, mammals, 
frogs and insects during morning and afternoon explorations 
with your guide.
Hike the trails through pristine terra firme forest and amid 
towering 150-foot kapok trees at Sacha Lodge.



PRE-TRIP EXTENSION:
JUNE 30 - QUITO
Upon arrival into Quito, you will be met outside baggage claim. 
Transfer to your hotel. Overnight at Rincón de Puembo.

JULY 01 - COSANGA
This morning depart for San Isidro Lodge. The private reserve at 
San Isidro forms an important bridge between the Antisana and 
Gran Sumaco Reserves, and the area boasts a bird list of about 330 
species, many of which are more easily found here than anywhere 
else in the country. Go birding in the area this afternoon. 
Overnight at San Isidro Lodge. (BLD)

JULY 02 - COSANGA
Today take a day trip to Guango. Located about one hour away 
from San Isidro, Guango lies at an elevation of about 8,858 
feet on Ecuador’s eastern slope. This area is classified as humid 
temperate forest, a habitat distinctly different from San Isidro 
and characterized by its more stunted trees, thicker canopy, 
cooler climate, and different bird and plant composition. The 
hummingbird feeders here are especially popular. Other birds 
that are seen regularly include the Andean Guan, Gray-breasted 
Mountain-Toucan, Turquoise Jay, Scarlet-bellied, Lacrimose, 
Buff-breasted and Hooded Mountain-Tanagers, Gray-hooded 
Bush-Tanager, Black-headed, Black-capped and Black-eared 
Hemispingus and Slaty Brush-Finch. Later return to San Isidro 
Lodge. Overnight at San Isidro Lodge. (BLD)

JULY 03 - COSANGA
Continue birding today at San Isidro Lodge. The lodge’s trails lead 
through elevations ranging from 7,874 feet all the way down to 
6,069 feet, making this an ideal base to observe Andean birds from 
the lower reaches of the temperate zone down into the heart of the 
subtropical zone. Among the rarities here are Highland Tinamou, 
Bicolored Antvireo, Peruvian Antpitta, and White-faced Nunbird. 
Commonly spotted species include Powerful Woodpecker, Smoky 
Bush-Tyrant, Inca Jay, Black-billed Peppershrike, Wattled Guan, 
and Glossy-black Thrush. Look for Sickle-winged Guan, Masked 
Trogon, Andean Motmot, Streak-capped and Striped Treehunters, 
Long-tailed Antbird, Slate-crowned Antpitta, Marble-faced 
Bristle-Tyrant, Black-chested Fruiteater, Pale-footed Swallow, 
and a variety of colorful tanagers among the mixed understory. 
Overnight at San Isidro Lodge. (BLD)

JULY 04 - BELLAVISTA
Spend the morning at San Isidro, looking for any species you may 
have missed, before transferring this afternoon to Bellavista Cloud 
Forest Lodge. Overnight at Bellavista Cloud Forest Lodge. (BLD)

JULY 05 - BELLAVISTA
Enjoy a full day of birding in the Bellavista Cloud Forest, a 
private reserve of more than 700 acres and one of the most diverse 
ecosystems in the country. Avifauna here includes hummingbirds, 
tanagers, toucans, and antpittas, including the Andean Emerald, 
Booted Racket-tail, Giant Antpitta, Swallow-tailed Nightjar, 
Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan, and Toucan Barbet. Overnight at 
Bellavista Cloud Forest Lodge. (BLD)

JULY 06 - QUITO
Morning birding at Bellavista Cloud Forest. This afternoon travel 
back to Quito to begin the Galápagos program. (B)

POST-TRIP EXTENSION:
JULY 15 - AMAZON
The Galápagos group will depart today. This morning transfer 
to the airport for your flight to Coca to begin your Amazon 
adventure. Upon arrival in Coca, you will be transferred down the 
Napo River to Sacha Lodge. Overnight at Sacha Lodge. (LD)

JULY 16 - AMAZON
A typical day at Sacha begins at sunrise or earlier, in order to take 
advantage of the cool morning hours when the rainforest’s animals 
are most active. Each group of travelers will decide on its own 
wake-up and breakfast time, as well as the difficulty and duration 
of their morning outings. In the afternoon, visits begin at around 
3 pm and often continue into the evening, when the nocturnal 
insect and frog chorus begins. The excursions proceed slowly in 
order to appreciate the fascinating details that your guides will 
point out around you. Activities are spread out over a wide area, 
allowing you to explore several distinct but equally fascinating 
habitats. Several trails lead through pristine terra firme forest, 
where 150-foot kapok trees tower above and roots form huge 
buttresses to give trees support. Overnight at Sacha Lodge. (BLD)

JULY 17-19 - AMAZON
Continue your exploration of Sacha Lodge with activities and 
tours. Overnight at Sacha Lodge. (BLD)

JULY 20 - QUITO
This morning travel by boat back to Coca for your flight to 
Quito. Upon arrival you will be met and transferred to the hotel. 
Overnight at Rincón de Puembo. (B)

JULY 21 - FAREWELL!
Depart for the airport for your flight home. (B)

PROGRAM PRICING
PRE-TRIP EXTENSION: 

$1,695 (minimum 8 participants)                                                                         
Cost is based on double occupancy. Single supplement available at $265.

For each extension, a $200 per person deposit and enrollment form 
are required to reserve your space. This deposit is refundable minus a 
$100 cancellation fee until March 27, 2017, at which time non-
refundable final payment is due. Travel/trip cancellation insurance is 
strongly recommended. For more information call Travel Insured at 
800-243-3174 or visit travelinsured.com. Holbrook Travel’s agency 
number is 15849.

THE FINE PRINT

POST-TRIP EXTENSION: 

$1,960 (minimum 8 participants)
Cost is based on double occupancy. Single supplement available at $795.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Visit holbrook.travel/lordfairfax17 or contact Fran Whitlock at 800-451-7111 x319 or fran@holbrooktravel.com  

Pricing includes: Accommodations, meals, entrance fees, and 
activities as indicated in the itinerary, in-country transportation, 
and local guides.
Not included: International airfare, gratuities, or items of a 
personal nature.


