
Former Lord Fairfax Community College board
member Al Toxopeus speaks during a dedication
ceremony at the school for the new welcome
center named in his honor in June. At left is a
portrait of Toxopeus and his wife Marge. (Photo
by Jeff Taylor/The Winchester Star)
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WINCHESTER — Community college advocate, Michigan State University fan

and dedicated Christian Alan “Al” Toxopeus died on Monday.

He was 77.

Dr. Marge Toxopeus said her husband of 49 years died following a 12-year

battle with prostate cancer.

Although they were from Michigan, the couple moved to the Winchester area

many years ago.

“He had a way of being friends with everybody,” Marge Toxopeus said.

Although Toxopeus, a certified public accountant, would eventually receive his

master’s degree from Michigan State University in East Lansing, he first

attended Muskegon (community) College.

He later served on the Virginia Community College System State Board and the

Lord Fairfax Community College Board.

LFCC, in Middletown, awarded him an honorary degree in 2004, and in 2010,

he and his wife received the Chancellor’s Award for Leadership in Philanthropy from the Virginia Foundation for Community

College Education.

In June, the welcome center at Lord Fairfax was renamed the Toxopeus Welcome Center.

“His dedication and his commitment and the energy and enthusiasm that he had for Lord Fairfax Community College was

wonderful,” LFCC President Cheryl Thompson-Stacy said on Tuesday. “He understood the value of a community college

education and how that education led to a better quality of life not only [for] the individual ... but for our entire community’s

quality of life and standard of living.”

Marge Toxopeus said her husband “loved” the welcome center honor.

“We did succeed in keeping it secret,” she said. “Already then, he wasn’t feeling well, and he was quite irritated with me that I

got him all dressed up in his suit and his straw hat.”

But he was so delighted with the renaming, that he required all of the trainee nursing students taking care of him at

Westminster-Canterbury to look at the photos from the event.

Toxopeus, who served in the Army, was “equally gung-ho on Michigan State” as he was community colleges, his wife said. He

left instructions that he be buried wearing a Michigan State tie.

But Toxopeus had more to offer than football and community service.

“One of the things he worried about, he said, ‘Everybody will know that I’m a fan of Michigan State,’” his wife said. “‘Do you

think they will know I was a Christian?’ I think that’s how he wants to be remembered.”

He really enjoyed mentoring youth at First Presbyterian Church in Winchester, his wife said.

Active in civic affairs, Toxopeus was involved in leading numerous organizations, including the Rotary Club of Winchester,

the Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival and the Winchester/Frederick County United Fund. Additionally, he served the

Henry & William Evans Children’s Home, Wayside Foundation for the Arts, Northwestern Community Services Board and

the Convivial Conversationalists.

Although Toxopeus was president of the Apple Blossom Festival 30 years ago, Executive Director John Rosenberger said he
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remained active on the financial and budget committees.

“For some reason, it seems like the local area is very conservative politically and tend to be Republicans,” he said. “‘Tox was a

Democrat. He was always letting the Republicans have it from him as a Democrat.

“Everybody called him Tox. [He had a] big smile. Good guy.”

Rosenberger added that Toxopeus was instrumental in getting the festival’s Men’s Commonwealth Luncheon started.

In addition to his wife, Toxopeus is survived by his daughters Gretchen Pyles and Katrina Vanderveen and five

grandchildren. His son Jon was killed in a car crash at age 16.

Toxopeus’ memorial service is scheduled for 2:30 p.m. on Thursday in First Presbyterian Church at 116 S. Loudoun St.

— Contact Sally Voth atsvoth@winchesterstar.com
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