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By Rebecca Armstrong
Staff Writer

LURAY — Lord Fairfax Com-
munity College hopes its new 
fundraising effort will provide 
a financial pathway for cur-
rent and future students in 
Page County, according to of! ce 
manager at LFCC’s Luray-Page 
County Center, Judy Suddith.

During this month’s “An Eve-
ning with the Stars” inaugural 
event, local business owners, com-
munity leaders and residents are urged 
to give big as a way of providing LFCC 
scholarships for Page County residents.

“We want to raise visibility,” said Sud-
dith. “We’ve been here seven years, and 

we wanted to organize something that 
would involve the entire community.”

An Evening with the Stars — the local 
Center’s ! rst major fundraising effort 
since launching in 2006 — is slated for 
Thursday, Sept. 26, at Luray’s newly 

renovated White House Farm. Event-
goers will get the chance to bid on live
and silent auction items, take a twirl on
the dance " oor or tour the grounds.

See STARS Page A5

By Rebecca Armstrong
Staff Writer

LURAY — The former Page County Technical Center
near Stanley could be reincarnated in 2014, continuing
Lord Fairfax Community College’s expansion trend.

Page County Public Schools recently responded to
a request for proposals by the community college for
potential classroom and of! ce space for its Luray-Page
County Center. The local school system is among three
responses received by the college, according to LFCC
President Cheryl Thompson-Stacy.

LFCC is seeking 7,500 to 9,500 square feet of space
that it would use for “at least ! ve classrooms,” faculty
of! ces, a conference room  and a reception area, as
well as additional areas, according to the institution’s
request for proposals, issued July 10. 

The possibility of the local Center moving from its
current building on Luray’s North Hawskbill Street is 

See LFCC Page A3

By Rebecca Armstrong 
Staff Writer

LURAY — The sights and 
sounds of the Civil War will 
abound this weekend on the 
grounds of Luray Caverns. 
During the ! fth installment of 
the local attraction’s Civil War 
weekend, spectators can catch 
re-enactors fighting battles 
using infantry, calvary, cannon 
and battle tactics unique to 
the War between the States.

“You learn how people fought 
at the time, and how their 
lives were different from ours,” 
said vice president of the Lu-
ray Caverns Corp. Rod Graves 
before 2011’s event. “That’s 
what we’re trying to preserve 
— sacred places where people 
died, where blood was shed 
and life was lost. That’s the 
most important thing about 
re-enactments — they help us 
remember the sacri! ce.”

New to this year’s line-up are 

impersonators, demonstrations, 
a ball and a history mobile.

The event is slated to kick 
off Friday, Sept. 6, with Vir-
ginia’s Civil War 150 History 
Mobile. The expandable 53-
foot tractor-trailer features 
interactive exhibits that tell 
the stories of the Civil War 
and Emancipation from view-
points of Virginians who ex-
perienced it. An Abraham 
Lincoln impersonator will ad-
ditionally be featured Friday 
at the Luray Valley Museum.

The festivities will continue 
Saturday, Sept. 7, with the 
history mobile and a 2 p.m. 
re-enactment of the Battle of 
Wapping Heights. Also known 
as the Battle of Manassas Gap, 
the battle took place on July 23, 
1863, in Warren County, at the 
conclusion of Robert E. Lee’s 
retreat back to Virginia in the 
! nal days of  the Gettysburg

See CIVIL WAR Page A3

By Rebecca Armstrong
Staff Writer

LURAY, Aug. 28 — Luray lunch-
goers got the chance to meet with 
gubernatorial candidate Ken Cuc-
cinelli (R) last Wednesday during 
a Valley campaign stop.

The Virginia Attorney 
General spoke to a crowd 
of about 40 gathered at 
the Mimslyn Inn for 
about 30 minutes before ! elding 
questions from the audience. The 
Republican candidate will face 
Democrat Terry McAuliffe on the 
Nov. 5 ballot.

During Wednesday’s luncheon, 
Cuccinelli touted his commitment 
to community, telling Valley vot-
ers that in Page County, there’s “a 
much stronger sense of commu-
nity here than in larger areas.”

“I think whether you’re run-
ning for the board of supervisors 

or governor, people expect you to 
contribute to the community you 
wish to lead,” he said.

If elected governor, Cuccinelli 
said he would “demonstrate a 

commitment of care, of concern, 
for the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia” beyond his own family. 
He said his record as attorney 
general and as a state senator 
shows he makes decisions based 
on principals that stem further 
back than his political career.

As a law student at 
the University of Vir-
ginia, Cuccinelli said, 
he spearheaded a sexu-

al assault prevention program af-
ter another student was attacked. 
After graduating, he went on

See CUCCINELLI Page A5

Cuccinelli makes campaign stop

DECISION 2013DECISION 2013

Civil War Weekend kicks off Friday
Re-enactments, demonstrations, 
impersonators top event line-up • When:• When:  Friday, Sept. Friday, Sept. 

6-Sunday, Sept. 86-Sunday, Sept. 8
• Where:• Where:  Luray Valley Luray Valley 
MuseumMuseum
• Re-enactment • Re-enactment 
admissionadmission  (each day): (each day): 
$10 adults; $10 adults; 
$5 kids ages 6-12.$5 kids ages 6-12.

By Rebecca Armstrong
Staff Writer

SHENANDOAH, Sept. 3 — A Tuesday morning house
! re displaced a Shenandoah couple and their three 
grandchildren, according to Fire Chief K.L. Jenkins.

Fire! ghters responded to the blaze at 620 Third
Street, near the intersection of Shenandoah Avenue,
around 9:21 a.m. to ! nd the home fully in" amed.

The home is owned by the ! re chief ’s uncle, David
Morris, and his wife, Penny. The Morris’ three grand-
children also lived in the house. The generational home
was ! rst owned by Penny’s parents.

No one was home at the time of the ! re.
The house and its contents are a total loss, according

to Jenkins, who estimated damage between $150,000
and $200,000. The house was insured.

See FIRE Page A3

Try your hand Try your hand 
at Pigskin Picksat Pigskin Picks
Win $25Win $25 See Page C2

GOP’s Gubenatorial candidate addresses about 40 at Mimslyn

Rebecca Armstrong / Page News and Courier

“I think whether you’re “I think whether you’re 
running for the board of running for the board of 
supervisors or governor, supervisors or governor, 

people expect you to people expect you to 
contribute to the contribute to the 
community you community you 

wish to lead.”wish to lead.”

~ Ken Cuccinelli, ~ Ken Cuccinelli, 
Attorney GeneralAttorney General

THIS WEEKENDTHIS WEEKEND
SEPT.6-8SEPT.6-8

Blaze on Third Street 
destroys family’s home

Damage estimated up to $200,000; 
Red Cross helping family of ! ve recover

PNC file photos / Rebecca Armstrong

Civil War WeekendCivil War Weekend

Page Schools submit a bid 
to LFCC’s request for space
Former Tech Center one possibility for college

Music on 
Main

Page B1

An Evening with the Stars

• What: Fundraising event to provide LFCC 

scholarships to Page County students; 

features live music, catered dining, dancing, 

live and silent auctions.

• When: 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 26

• Where: White House Farm, 1917 

Kauffman’s Mill Road, off Route 211, Luray

• Cost: $50 ($30 tax deductible)

• Tickets: LFCC’s Luray-Page County 

Center, Shenandoah Town Office, 

Stanley Pharmacy, Luray-Page County 

Chamber of Commerce, or on the web at 

LFCCFoundation.org

• Sponsor/donate: Contact Luray Center’s 

office manager Judy Suddith, 843-0722

LFCC event to provide scholarships to local students
LFCC President 
Cheryl Thompson-
Stacy and Luray-
Page County Center 
Office Manager Judy 
Suddith display 
an auction item 
for this month’s 
“Evening with the 
Stars” event aimed 
at raising funds 
for Page County 
scholarships.

Rebecca Armstrong 
/ Page News and Courier

Inaugural ‘Evening with 
the Stars’ slated Sept. 26
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Continued from Page A1
Campaign. Robert E. Lee 
and Stonewall Jackson im-
personators will also make 
appearances Saturday.

The public is invited to 
watch a Civil War Ball 
scheduled for Saturday 
night. The event will fea-
ture performances by the 
Shenandoah Valley Min-
strels and dance callers and 
re-enactors Tom and Lesley 
Mack of Luray.

A eulogy of Stonewall 
Jackson will kick-off Sun-
day’s line-up. The 10:30 
a.m. performance will fea-
ture Doug Batson as Gen-
eral D.H. Hill and a soloist 
singing period hymns.

A 1 p.m., the “soldiers” of 
the Battle of Luray 1864 will 
re-enact the small, inconclu-
sive fight that helped the 
Union army gain passage 
through the gap in the Blue 
Ridge to occupy Front Royal 
— but not before Lee was 
able to withdraw further up 
the Valley to safety.

Both re-enactments will 
feature Union and Con-

federate infantry, cavalry 
and artillery. The weekend 
event will also feature dem-
onstrations.

All events will take place 

at the Luray Valley Museum, 
adjacent to Luray Caverns. 
Admission to the re-enact-
ments is $10 for adults and 
$5 for kids ages 6 to 12.

shenandoahNEWS

Civil War WeekendCivil War Weekend
Sept. 6 - 8Sept. 6 - 8

2 Battle Re-enactments2 Battle Re-enactments
Sat., Sept. 7 - Battle of Wapping Heights at 2pm 

Sun., Sept. 8 - Battle of Luray 1864 at 1pm

On the grounds at Luray Caverns
540-743-6551 Option 0

Sponsored by Page County SesquiCentennial Committee

For details: 
www.LurayCaverns.com (events)

$10 Adults (13 & up) & $5 (6-12)

Virginia’s Civil War 150 HistoryMobile
Fri., Sept. 6 and Sat., Sept. 7 • 10am-6pm

Interactive exhibits drawing together stories of the Civil War 
(Free Admission)

Page SPCA 
is having a 

Silent Auction and Wine Tasting at 
Wisteria Vineyard

1126 Marksville Road • Stanley, VA 22851
Join us on 

September 7, 2013 from 6 to 8pm 
for a very special evening.

Featuring live music by local band 'Time,' 
delicious Wisteria vintages and an 

exciting silent auction with 
something for everyone! 

All proceeds to benefi t the animals!
Tickets are $15 per person at the door

Silent auction items to be announced!
For more information, please call

Page County Animal Shelter at 
(540) 778-2101

or Shelby Jewell at (540) 743-1865

LURAY FITNESS CENTER
Classical Ballet, Gymnastics, Hip Hop, Tap & Jazz Classes

***NEW GYMNASTICS STUDENTS MUST ATTEND TRYOUTS FOR 
CLASS PLACEMENT - FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 6th 4:30 pm

(If unable to attend this date, let us know to arrange for future tryout dates)

EARLY REGISTRATION RECOMMENDED -
SPACE IS LIMITED!!

“WE MAKE FITNESS FUN!!!”
52-56 West Main Street

Downtown, Luray • 743-TRIM
www.lurayfi tnesscenter.com

NEW THIS YEAR - BOY’S GYMNASTICS!!!

2013/2014 Session
ALL CLASSES BEGIN WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 9th

SCHOOL OF DANCE
Pre-Ballet, Beginner Ballet, Ballet I, Ballet II & Ballet III, Pointe,

Beginner Tap, Tap/Jazz, Hip Hop

GYMNASTICS 
CLASSES

SKILL LEVEL BASED PROGRAM
Gymnastics levels 1 – 5 

Starting with age 3 !

Balance Training, Discipline, Structure, 
Agility, Exercise, Competition

SCHOOL O
Pre Ballet Beginner Ballet Balle

F DANCE

WELL PUMP APPROVED
The Shenandoah Council last Tues-

day approved $24,000 for the labor and 
purchase of a submersible pump to be 
installed at the Tenth Street well. 

The council additionally approved 
transferring $19,000 from the utility 
capital improvement checking account 
to a utility checking account, with the re-
maining $5,000 balance to be transferred 
from the town’s general funds.

TOWN EMPLOYEES PROMOTED
The Shenandoah Council last Tuesday 

promoted Wastewater Treatment and 
Water Supply employee Andrew Jenkins 
to chief operator. Jenkins will serve a six-
month probationary period and receive 
a 5-percent salary increase.

The council additionally promoted 
maintenance worker Randy Williams 
to assistant foreman. Williams will also 
serve a six-month probationary period 
and receive a 5-percent salary increase.

COUNCIL RECEIVES UPDATES 
FROM RACEY ENGINEERING

During its meeting last Tuesday the 
Shenandoah Council received updates 
from Pat Racey of Racey Engineering on 
the Shenandoah River Road and Williams 

Avenue waterline project. Racey said com-
pletion is slated for December. The project 
includes the installation of a new waterline, 
which will upgrade the size of the line 
along Williams Avenue and provide clean 
drinking water to residents on Shenandoah 
River Road. The project is being paid for by 
North American Phillips Co.

Racey also updated the council on 
Shenandoah’s Forest Knolls Subdivision. 
He noted that BB&T has owned the 
property since 2009, after the developer 
encountered ! nancial setbacks. The bank 
completed erosion and sediment control 
projects after acquiring the subdivision 
four years ago, and continues to main-
tain the property, including providing 
mowing and snow removal services.

The initial phase includes about 35 lots, 
Racey said, which will incur a cost of about 
$150,000 for the completion of streets, in 
order for the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation to assume maintenance. The 
bank is set to decide by October whether 
it will sell the subdivision, partner with 
another company or foot the bill for street 
completion itself, Racey said.

The council told Racey that until those 
streets are completed and accepted by 
VDOT, it will not allow the issuance of zon-
ing permits or water / sewer connections.

888-621-2110TRANZON.COM  

Tranzon Fox, VAAF423

LURAY APT BLDG
Sept. 25 at 2:00pm
2 S Court St.
Luray, VA

LURAY B-1 LOT
Sept. 25 at 2:00pm
Lot on E Main St.
Luray, VA

BLUE RIDGE 

FUNERAL 

SERVICE

September 21st 
2pm-5pm

Girl Scout 
Troop 40419
BAKE SALE

Pork 
BBQ Dinners 

for Sale!

•Kids’ Face Painting
•Shenandoah 
Rescue Squad

•Luray Rescue Squad
•Stanley Fire Department

•Page County Sheriff’s 
Department and Lots More!!!

Lonesome 
Creek 
Band

Bring Lawn Chair

Communi!  
Apprecia" on 

Day!

2039 US Hwy 211, West • Luray, VA 22835
Phone: 540.743.3700 • Fax: 540.743.3713

blueridgefs@yahoo.com

Civil War
Schedule

Friday, Sept. 6-Saturday, Sept. 7
10 a.m.-6 p.m.,Virginia’s Civil War 150 History 
Mobile, features expandable 53-foot tractor-
trailer, interactive exhibits telling the stories of the 
Civil War and Emancipation; Abraham Lincoln 
Impersonator featured on Friday, Sept. 6.

Saturday, Sept. 7
10:30 a.m., Eulogy of Stonewall Jackson; 2 p.m., 
Battle of Wapping Heights re-enactment; Robert 
E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson Impersonators; 
7-10 p.m.,Civil War Ball featuring the 
Shenandoah Valley Minstrels and dance callers 
Tom and Lesley Mack.

Sunday, Sept. 8
1 p.m. Battle of Luray 1864 re-enactment

Continued from Page A1
It took about 20 Shenandoah ! re! ghters 

and additional responders from ! ve other 
! re departments about two hours to bring 
the blaze under control. Fire! ghters re-
mained on the scene for about three hours.

Disaster workers for the American Red 
Cross also responded to the ! re, according 
to a news release issued Tuesday by the 

agency. The Red Cross is providing ! nancial 
assistance for the family of ! ve to help with 
meals, clothing and lodging. The agency will 
continue coordinating recovery assistance.

The cause of the ! re is unknown, Jenkins 
said. Fire investigator Timmy Lansberry of 
the Page County Sheriff ’s Of! ce assisted.

Other agencies responding include the 
Elkton, Stanley, Luray, McGaheysville and 
Grottoes ! re departments, as well as the 
Shenandoah Rescue Squad.

No injuries were reported.

Fire

LFCC
Continued from Page A1

prompted by “an effort to 
be diligent with limited re-
sources,” according to LFCC 
spokesperson and Stanley 
resident Kim Blosser.

The college currently leas-
es its location in the former 
Wrangler Annex facility 
on North Hawksbill Street 
in an agreement that runs 
through the end of the ! scal 
year, on June 30, 2014.

The college included in its 
request “up to 9,500 square 
feet to allow for…expansion.”
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INVENTORY CHANGES DAILY

727 North Royal Avenue • Front Royal, VA

Visit our Website: www.autocentercars.comVisit our Website: www.autocentercars.com

540.622.2667

A SMALL DEPOSIT 
WILL HOLD 

YOUR VEHICLE!

Been Turned Down 
For Financing?

NO Credit Check - We Finance!

BUY HERE!
PAY HERE!
Large Selection of 

Cars, Trucks & SUVs

Vascular Services 
Now Available!
 RMH Luray Health Center is pleased to 

announce that vascular surgeons from
the RMH Medical Staff will be seeing 
patients at our clinic.
 
Starting in September, we’ll provide 
treatment for:

 access placement
 
If you need to see a vascular surgeon, 

scheduled for RMH Luray Health Center!
 
For more information, call 540-689-5800.
 
A physician referral is required for all 
services except for treatment of varicose 
and spider veins.

RMHOnline.com  Get well, Live well

Page Healthcare Associates is pleased to 
  WELCOME BACK

Robin Rider, FNP-BC

Call 540-743-2887 for an appointment.

Page Healthcare Associates
135 Memorial Drive • Luray, VA 22835

ADVERTISE!!

Dr. Thomas T. Tran D.P.M.Dr. Thomas T. Tran D.P.M.
SPECIALIST IN THE 
TREATMENT OF ALL 
FOOT AND ANKLE 

DISORDERS
• Most Insurances Acepted
• Surgery Available
• All Patients Welcome

PMH Multi-Specialty Clinic • Luray, VA 
370 Ne!  Ave Suite A • Harrisonburg, VA • (Mall Centre Professional Plaza)

540.432.6211

71% of American adults have used a newspaper, a newspaper
website and/or a newspaper mobile source in the past 30 days.
(Source: Scarborough Research 2012)

SELL IT FAST!
Virginians shop their local newspapers when they
are ready to buy... make sure they find you there!

Virginia Press Services will run this business card
size display ad across Virginia for one low price!

For more details,
contact Adriane at 804-521-7585.

Cuccinelli

Rebecca Armstrong / Page News and Courier

Ken Cuccinelli visits with Luray residents last Wednesday at the Mimslyn Inn.

Continued from Page A1
to advocate for the mentally ill in 
their involuntary commitment hear-
ings. After being sworn in as attorney 
general three years ago, Cuccinelli 
said he’s done “more for veterans 
than any of my predecessors.”

Making several references to “what 
you may read in the media,” the 
attorney general told Valley voters 
“people who sit down with me, not 
watch the TV ads, [and] read all that 
stuff” learn his true character.

He made several references about his 
opponent, Terry McAuliffe, whose cam-
paign Cuccinelli said has been heavily 
funded by groups outside of Virginia. 
Cuccinelli touted being outspent in all 
four of his campaigns, yet winning.

On the Nov. 5 ballot, Cuccinelli said 
he’ll be the most competent choice.

“I am a hard worker who knows 
how state government works,” he 
said, adding that he feels Virginia’s 
political climate creates “a very tough 

start for Virginia governors.”
“I am the only candidate who won’t 

need on-the-job training,” he said.
Cuccinelli promoted his plan for 

bolstering and diversifying Virginia’s 
economy, noting the opportunities that 
the Panama Canal expansion could 
provide for the state. As governor, Cuc-
cinelli said his ! rst priority would be 
growing more than 50,000 jobs, which 
he would accomplish, in part, with a 
$1.4 billion-a-year tax cut.

“We have to be mindful of making 
Virginia a better place to do business,” 
he said, noting that the cut would draw 
more business to the state, since its 
port is more equipped than its competi-
tors for large ships to come through an 
expanded Panama Canal.

Luray-Page County Chamber 
President John Robbins asked how 
many of the projected 50,000-plus 
jobs would be in the Shenandoah Val-
ley. Cuccinelli told him those jobs “are 
not geographically speci! c.”

Continued from Page A1
Auction items range from 

weekend getaways, original 
art, outdoor adventures, 
gift cards and electronics. 
Proceeds from the auctions 
will go toward a $20,000 
fundraising goal. LFCC of! -
cials plan to begin awarding 
local scholarships raised at 
the event by fall 2014.

For Page County students, 
those scholarships are espe-
cially important, said LFCC 
President Cheryl Thompson-
Stacy, noting that Page Coun-

ty is the poorest area within 
LFCC’s service region.

“It means a lot to us, to pro-
vide a chance to learn,” she 
said. “Even if someone’s not 
interested in [taking] classes, 
I hope they’re still interested 
in LFCC. It makes for a better 
quality of life for all.”

Referencing the county’s 
high unemployment rate, 
Suddith added that invest-
ing in local education is an 
investment in economic de-
velopment. According to the 
U.S. Department of Labor’s 
most recent numbers, Page 
County posted the highest 
unemployment rate in the 
region at 8.3 percent in July 

— down a single point com-
pared to July 2012. Based on 
2012 ! gures, Page County 
held the state’s ninth-highest 
jobless rate, at 10.1 percent.

“I think people realize 
the value of education,” said 
Suddith. “They realize it’s a 
necessity and that we’re not 
just in a closed market; we’re 
in a global market. In order 
to participate…you have to 
invest in knowledge.”

Referencing the local Cen-
ter’s growing enrollment 
numbers, Suddith continued, 
noting that those numbers 
would likely be even higher 
if more scholarships were 
available, speci! cally for Page 

County residents. Many of 
the county’s current students 
wouldn’t be enrolled if not for 
! nancial aid, she said.

Since opening in spring 
2006, the Center on Luray’s 
North Hawksbill Street has 
grown from 103 students 
to average 200 enrollments 
each semester, according to 
LFCC spokesperson Kim 
Blosser. During the last two 
semesters, 64 graduates from 
the Center earned 72 degrees 
and/or certi! cations.

Last fall, the Luray-Page 
Center began expanding 
its hours to accommodate 
growing enrollments. The 
longer hours helped support 

broader course offerings, 
as well as other programs, 
including an Old Dominion 
University distant learning 
site for both bachelor’s and 
master’s degree programs.

Through a partnership be-
tween LFCC and local school 
divisions, high school seniors 
have can graduate with at 
least one general certi! cate 
or degree. In June, three of 
Page County’s graduating 
seniors earned a degree 
from LFCC before earn-
ing a high school diploma, 
thanks in part to the local 
dual-enrollment program. 
A total of seven graduating 
high school seniors achieved 

the fete in 2013 throughout 
LFCC’s service region.

While LFCC of! cials have 
not yet determined the spe-
ci! c value of each scholarship 
raised during “An Evening 
with the Stars,” Thompson-
Stacy said providing local 
residents with higher educa-
tion is invaluable.

The event kicks off with 
music by Luray’s Blue Note 
Duo at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 26, followed by tours of 
White House Farm at 6:30 
p.m. and a live auction at 7 
p.m. Catered dining will be 
provided by West Main Mar-
ket. Tickets are $50. Sponsor-
ships are still available.

Stars


