
Mark  Wasanyi  of  Martinsburg,  W.Va.,  works  on
organic  chemistry  homework  Monday  during  the
first  day  of  classes  at  Lord  Fairfax  Community
College.  (Photo  by  Ginger  Perry/The  Winchester
Star)
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MIDDLETOWN — More than 7,000 students
began the new academic year on Monday as they
made their way to the campuses of Lord Fairfax
Community College.

LFCC President Cheryl Thompson-Stacy said
Monday morning that the school’s faculty and
staff take extra steps to ensure a smooth first day.

Directional signs to places like the student lounge
and bookstore dotted the school’s Middletown
campus, and LFCC employees took time to help
students find their way.

“You’ll find many of us, including me, wandering
around the campus asking people if they need
help getting where they need to go,” Thompson-
Stacy said. “[Faculty and staff] are here to support
and help.”

LFCC is part of the 23-school Virginia
Community College System and has campuses in
Fauquier County and at the Luray-Page County
Center, in addition to Middletown.

While official enrollment figures weren’t
available Monday, Thompson-Stacy said there are
approximately 7,400 students between all the
LFCC campuses — about the same as last year.

While LFCC was the fastest-growing two-year
institution in the state from 2010 to 2012, the
school also is one of only two community colleges
in the state to show a positive enrollment growth
each year for the past five years, Thompson-Stacy
said.

Some of the college’s popular programs include



Lord  Fairfax  Community  College  nursing  adjunct
professor  Becky  VanAndel  (left)  watches  as  Lisa
Rush  of  Winchester  washes  her  hands  in  the
practical  nursing  class  at  the  Middletown  campus
on  Monday.  (Photo  by  Ginger  Perry/The
Winchester  Star)

Colby  Steele  of  Frederick  County  checks  out  books
in  the  Lord  Fairfax  Community  College  bookstore
on  Monday  in  Middletown.

ones in which students can become a registered

nurse or surgical technician without a four-year

degree.

“A lot of the programs [I like to mention] are

medical-related because there’s a lot of job

openings and they’re good-paying jobs,”

Thompson-Stacy said.

Tori Rodriguez, a 19-year-old Winchester

resident, is in her second year in the dental

hygiene program.

She said Monday that she plans to continue her

education at either West Virginia University or

Virginia Commonwealth University following her

time at LFCC.

“It’s helping me get my [prerequisites] out of the

way and everything, so I’ll have to focus mainly on

what I need for dental hygiene,” she said about her time at LFCC.

Rodriguez added that the LFCC faculty have been helpful during her time at the school.

While Luray resident Nicholas Tutt, 17, was starting his first semester at LFCC on Monday, he

did dual-enrollment courses through the college while still in high school. Tutt will study Web

design at LFCC.

“[I want to be] able to make things that could make lives easier,” he said of his interest in Web

design.

Brandon Connor, a 19-year-old Winchester resident, was starting his first semester as a

philosophy student. He said he plans to continue his education at Baylor University after LFCC.

“I’m hoping to get good enough grades to transfer and get some financial aid for a four-year

college,” he said. “It’s a good introduction into college [and] also kind of a good way financially

to do college.”

Thompson-Stacy also said that the lower cost of attendance at LFCC compared to a four-year

university has helped boost enrollment during her time at the college. LFCC’s smaller class

sizes — which on average are from 20 to 25 students — can also help improve the educational

experience.

—  Contact  Matt  Armstrong  at  marmstrong@winchesterstar.com


