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MIDDLETOWN — A large bequest from a World War II veteran from Front Royal will allow 
Lord Fairfax Community College to create numerous annual scholarships as well as a new 
fellowship to cover the cost of tuition and books for one student each year.  

The school recently announced that it was named as the beneficiary of Charles Ross’s $1.4 
million estate.  

“This is one of the largest gifts ever made to the college,” LFCC President Cheryl Thompson-
Stacy said. “We are very grateful for his trust in LFCC and his support of our hard-working 
students.” 

Ross, a retired computer technician who served in the European Theater and the Battle of the 
Bulge during World War II, died in April 23 at Spring Arbor of Winchester. He was 90 years 
old. He was preceded in death by his wife, Thelma Ritenour Ross, and son, Jeffery L. Ross. He 
was survived by two nephews and a sister-in-law. 

Officials aren’t certain why Ross chose LFCC as the beneficiary of his estate.  

“(Ross) must have been a quiet philanthropist,” said Leslie Kelley, a communications specialist 
at LFCC. “It was a complete surprise to us that we were going to be given that money.” 

They do know he wanted to establish an endowed scholarship in memory of his son to help 
LFCC students who “demonstrate strength in character and academic performance.” He also 
wanted to help students with financial need. 

Two different scholarship funds, both in memory of Ross’ son Jeffery, have been established to 
benefit LFCC students. The Jeffery Ross Memorial Endowed Scholarship will fund between 20 
and 25 $2,000 annual need-based financial scholarships, depending on the investment 
performance of the endowment. 

The Ross Fellowship for Service and Scholarship, valued at $7,000, will cover tuition for one 
year, $1,000 for textbooks, $750 for approved technology purchases such as a computer or iPad, 
and a $1,000 stipend for an approved project. The Ross Fellow must invest 45 hours per semester 
— an average of three hours a week — on a campus or community service project. 

The Ross Fellowship will be awarded to a student who will attend LFCC for the 2014-2015 
school year. It is the first time the school has offered a fellowship. 



“It’s not so much based on financial need,” Kelley said of the Ross Fellowship. Instead, the 
award will go to a student with a record of academic achievement, strong character and 
community involvement. 

Students currently enrolled at LFCC who will attend the school next year, as well as high school 
students who will graduate in 2014, are eligible to apply for the fellowship. Applications must be 
received by 5 p.m. April 1. 

Finalists will be selected to give a presentation and interview with the scholarship committee at 
the Middletown campus on April 21. There is no alternate date for this interview. 

‘This is the first fellowship we have offered at LFCC,” said Liv Heggoy, executive director of 
the LFCC Foundation. “We are looking for outstanding students who exemplify the qualities that 
mattered most to Mr. Ross — good character, service to our community, and scholastic 
achievement.”  

For more information about the Jeffery Ross Memorial Endowed Scholarship or the Ross 
Fellowship for Service and Scholarship, visit lfcc.edu/ross. 

 


