
THE REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

Ceremonies, acts of charity commemorate King’s life

By SALLY VOTH

The Winchester Star

WI NC HE STE R — In song, in poetry and prose, and in acts of charity, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s life was com-

memorated a r ound the W inchester area on Mond ay.

A t L o r d Fairfax Community College in Middletown, student Camille Gibson sang a jazz number, the Forensics Team

recited King’s words and a poem written by Willa Perrier following his assassination, awards were issued, and Miles

Davis, dean of the Harry F. Byrd Jr. School of Business at Shenandoah University, spoke.

Davis was introduced by

See MLK, Page A10

Miles K. Davis, George Edward Durell Chair of Management and Dean of the Harry F. Byrd Jr. School of Business, was

the featured speaker Monday at the Martin Luther King Jr. celebration hosted by the Lord Fairfax Community College

Student Activities and held at the school’s Middletown campus.
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Members of Shenandoah University’s Harambee Gospel Choir perform in the school’s Goodson Chapel & Recital Hall on

Monday during a remembrance service for the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Shannon Williams, of Mount Holly Springs,

Pa., and Matthew Murray, of Hagerstown, Md., are both freshmen.
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from Page A1 Chris Coutts, vice president of academic and student affairs at LFCC. Coutts was raised in South Africa

during the time of Apartheid.

“I had four heroes growing up,” he said. “ One was my dad. [ The others were] Nelson Mandela, Dr. King and Gandhi.”

Coutts was a peace monitor during South Africa’s first democratic elections 20 years ago. He said it took three days to

allow everyone to vote.

“ Thousands of people were showing up to vote for the first time,” Coutts said.

Some didn’t have wheelchairs, and instead arrived by wheelbarrow.

“ People were carrying grandparents on their backs,” Co ut ts said.

In his remarks, Davis discussed King’s famous March on Washington appearance from Aug. 28, 1963, in which he gave

his “ I Have a Dream” speech.

“ However, the perspective I wish to offer is that this remembrance in isolation does a disservice to the speech, to the

man, and ultimately, to you,” Davis said.

That speech was 1,667 words long, and the segment about King’s dream that his “four little children will one day live in a

nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character,” didn’t come until after

he had already spoken more than 1,000 words, Davis noted.

The first two- thirds of the speech laid out a blueprint for achieving that dream, he said.

“He refused to accept that just because things were the way that they were they had to stay that way,” Davis said. “The

urgency of the moment had to be seized, and forward momentum had to be pursued.”

Through it all, King advocated for peaceful resistance.
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“Dignity and discipline were to be maintained to overcome the challenges being faced,” Da vi s said. “Dr. King also knew

that allies were needed in the struggle to move forward and that we cannot walk alone. Furthermore, he put on notice

those who said we should be satisfied with small gains while ther e’s a larger struggle ahead.

“The speech was used to send folks back to fight injustice, and change the system where they came from. All this before

the word ‘dr eam’ was ever mentioned.”

Davis encouraged all in attendance to do more than dream.

“I dreamed of escaping the spirit- crushing poverty and deprivation that was my childhood,” he said. “I dreamed of living

a better life where I didn’t have to look out the front window of my mother’s house and see drug transactions and young

girls negotiating the sale of sexual favors for a hit on a crack pipe.

“I dreamed of being more than a number in a newspaper that counted who died in the streets of Philadelphia that year,

including my younger brother.”

To achieve his dreams, Davis pursued a “transfor mative” education that began at a community college in his hometown.

“And along with the educational pursuit, I chose to align myself with the values of my parents, my grandparents and

other family members who made it clear that it does not matter if you gain the world, if you lose your soul,” he said. “ Go

forth and have your dreams, but follow your dreams with actions. Dr. Martin Luther King was so much more than a

person who had a dream. He worked to bring that dream into reality.”

The area’s other institution of higher learning, Shenandoah University, honored King’s life with a ser vice at Goodson

Chapel & Recital Hall.

The Harambee Gospel Choir had those in attendance on their feet and clapping their hands with several rousing

spirituals, including “ Let Justice Roll” and “ The Blessing of Abraham.”

Clips of King giving his “I Have a Dream” and “I Have Been to the M o u n t ai n t o p ” speeches were shown. The latter

was given in Memphis on April 3, 1968, one day before King was shot dead.

“Like anybody, I would like to live a long life . . . [but,] I just want to do God’s will,” King says in the Memphis address. “

And, He’s allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I’ve looked over, and I’ve seen the promised land. I may not get

there with you. But, I want you to know tonight that we, as a people, will get to the promised land.”

SU Spiritual Life Dean and Director of the Institute for Church Professions the Rev. Justin Allen gave the welcome and

benediction.

“ Let us remember those who have gone before us, and let us remember that we’re called to do justice in this world,” he

said.

Monday morning and afternoon, about 80 youngsters with the Handley High School Interact Club, the Boys & Girls Club

of the Northern Shenandoah Valley and the NAACP delivered bags of informational and useful items to 500 homes in the

city’s North End, said Joe Shtulman, president of the United Way of the Northern Shenandoah Valley.

The bags contained cleaning items from Rubbermaid and a community service book, said Madelyn Mitchell, a Handley

10th-grader.

“It felt really good to give back to the community, and when people opened the door, they were really happy to get the

bags full of goodies,” she said.

Q’Dell McFarlin, who is dually enrolled at both Adm. Richard E. Byrd Middle School and Millbrook High School,

represented the local chapter of the NAACP Youth.
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“This is my first time [delivering for the United Way on Martin Luther King Day], but I’ve done community service many

times,” the 13-year-old said. “It was a great idea.”

Also doing service work were students from Powhatan School. Eighth- graders were at the Shenandoah Valley

Discovery Museum helping with young visitors.

Winchester resident Dina Youtz was at the museum with her 3-yearold daughter, Abigail.

“We came for art class today,” said Youtz, who didn’t know the students would be on hand. “The girls were helping, and

she just took right to them.”

Also at the LFCC event, two student essay winners were given scholarships for their writings on Ki ng ’ s message.

Thomas Ricks won $ 100 for coming in second place, and first- place winner Joseph A. Zink III won $250.

Karen Hughes White, president of the Afro-American Historical Association of Fauquier County, and project adviser for

The Power of Place: Understanding the African American Experience in the Journey Through Hallowed Ground, was

named the winner of the 2014 Walking King’s Talk Award.

— Contact Sally Voth at svoth@winchester star.com

Powhatan School eighth-grader Myra Richardson helps Braden Solis, 5, and his brother, Devin Solis, 3, as they make

peace doves at the Shenandoah Valley Discovery Museum on Monday. Students from Powhatan were helping with

activities at the children's museum as part of their Martin Luther King Jr. Day community service projects. The boys were

with their brother, Ryan Solis, 7, and parents, Jessica and Tony Solis, of Leesburg.
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